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Advisory information for referrers before considering a referral for ADHD - Appendix 4

If you suspect a child over 5 years old may have ADHD, please consider and evidence the following:

A child with suspected ADHD should be known to the special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO) and early support provided in the first instance to the child and parent/carers. 

Where a child presents with behaviour issues appropriate joint working by the school/nursery with the child’s health visitor, school nurse, Early Intervention services should be completed prior to a referral to a specialist Community Paediatric Service including: parenting support and a referral to a formal parenting programme or other individual parenting interventions. Each referral will be considered on an individual basis and it is still not a guarantee that a referral will be accepted. 
Professionals are asked to complete a Children’s Specialist Services referral form with parental consent and send to bchft.haltonpaedsadmin@nhs.net. It is important that referrals provide full detail of the concerns; how the issues are affecting the child or young person from an educational, social or psychological perspective. Please note that children under 5 years cannot be diagnosed with ADHD.
	Please tell us how you have supported the child and family and what interventions have been put in place

	


	What has worked well?


	


	What has not worked well?


	


If you still have concerns after reading this advisory leaflet, please can you complete the information requested above and arrange for the family and School to complete the SNAP4 questionnaires, these are available on the North Cheshire and Mersey NHS Foundation Trust website along with the Children’s Specialist Services referral form.  
Please note we only require one SNAP4 form completing from school/nursery and recommend this is a member of staff that is involved with the child on a regular basis. 
